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Innovative Communitech High School Career Days Help Students ‘Zoom in’ on Choices

Business and Education Partnership Program Bridges Gap Between School and the Workplace

Waterloo Region, ON (Sept. 28, 2010) – Students in Waterloo Region will get an inside view of working in various sectors when the Business & Education Partnership (BEP), a community partner of Communitech, holds its Zoom Career Days. The first of five day-long programs will be held September 29th focusing on the Health and Wellness sector.

“We’re getting sell-out response to these events so there’s a definite need to help students narrow down the choices in front of them as they consider the transition from their high school years,” said Alayne Hynes, BEP Program Manager.
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Specialist High Skills Major program students and other students participating in the first Zoom Career Day will hear speakers from within the health care industry, experience multi-media presentations and education & training exhibits, and have a chance to interact with people already working in their potential career field. Specialist High Skills Major is an Education Ministry-approved specialized program that enables students to focus learning on a specific economic sector while meeting normal education requirements, with the intent of smoothing the transition from secondary school to further education, apprenticeships or the workplace.

“It’s hard for students to envision what their work experience would be like in a particular business or industry, so this gives them a chance to have real-life feedback from others who are already employed,” Hynes explained. “This really bridges the gap for students to explore careers and make professional connections.”

Other seminars slated throughout the 2010-2011 school term will include: Arts & Culture; Construction, Manufacturing & Transportation; Hospitality and Tourism; and Information and Communication Technology (ICT).

As with many activities in Waterloo Region, the ZOOM program has had extensive support from area businesses and key sponsors, and the venue at Bingeman’s Conference Centre in Kitchener is being provided free of charge.  

“Waterloo Region is fully committed to developing the talent of the future which is why we believe it’s one of the best places to live and work in Canada,” said Hynes. 

About Communitech and the BEP 
Communitech www.communitech.ca is the regional hub for the commercialization of innovation in Waterloo Region, creating economic prosperity by removing barriers to the creation and growth of tech companies. The BEP is a charitable organization serving Waterloo Region by bringing together students, educators and employers to promote student success and contribute to the ongoing prosperity of the region. A community partner of Communitech, Waterloo Region’s technology hub, BEP works collaboratively with numerous industry and education partners. For full details go to:
www.bus-edpartnership.org
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